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RCMP Sunset-Retreat Ceremonies start 
Wednesday at Depot Division.

Ceremonies also go on July 7, 14, 21 and 28 
and Aug 4 and 11.

Each ceremony starts promptly at 6:45 
p.m. on the Parade Square and lasts approxi-
mately one hour. 

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m.

RCMP ceremony
A Sublime Vernacular: The Landscape 
Painting of  Levine Flexhaug is on now 
through Aug. 9 at the MacKenzie Art Gal-
lery.

This exhibition features more than 450 
paintings by Levine Flexhaug, a “speed-
painter” from Climax who travelled the 
highways of  Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta from the 1930s to the early 1960s.

Art gallery
Celebrate Canada Day with the lieutenant-
governor at Government House.  

The event runs from 1-4 p.m. on Wednes-
day and features Rory Allen with his 11-piece 
band. Also featured will be KAOS Dogsports, 
the Discovery Ranch horses, and the face 
painters from Street Culture Kidz.

Admission is free and everyone is wel-
come.

Canada Day

The ciTy beaT

Have a newsworthy item for our City Beat 
section?

If  it involves a not-for-profit event or en-
deavour in the Regina area, send it along for 
consideration.

Fax the information to 306-565-2588 or 
email it to citydesk@leaderpost.com.

For further information call our city desk 
at 306-781-5300.

Let Us Know

Preserving 
cultural  
history 

ASHLEY MARTIN
Leader-Post

Shortly after a strange bird 
showed up in a Zambian 
village, crops and animals 
started to go missing.

The king blamed the bird 
and decided the community 
had to be rid of  it. He called 
on some young men to chop 
down the tree where the bird 
was living. 

As the first axe bit into 
the tree, there was a rus-
tling of  leaves and flutter-
ing of  wings, and there ap-
peared “the most beautiful 
bird you’ve ever seen, and 
out of  its mouth came the 
most beautiful song you’ve 
ever heard,” Mary Chipan-
shi relayed. 

The bird sang in Nsenga, 
“koni maiwe,” and the men 
went weak. They returned 
to the village without hav-
ing cut down the tree.

The next day, the king 
sent some children to do the 
men’s job.

When the bird started 
singing, its song didn’t faze 
the kids, who “were chop-
ping, and chopping, and 
chopping the tree.” The tree 
fell and the bird flew away, 
never to be seen again.

There’s a lesson here, said 
Chipanshi: “You shouldn’t 
think that because kids are 
small ... they can’t contrib-
ute to the community.”

Chipanshi told this Zam-
bian folk story on Saturday 
at Little Stories on the Prai-
rie at the Regina Farmers’ 
Market. The event was co-
hosted by the Saskatchewan 
Writers’ Guild, Multicultur-
al Council of  Saskatchewan 
and the Regina Multicultur-
al Council in honour of  Na-
tional Multiculturalism Day 
on Sunday.

Chipanshi learned these 
traditional stories from her 
grandmother, whom she 
called Ambuya, and from 
her husband Aston, who re-
members stories from his 
own grandmother.

Chipanshi, who grew up 
in the capital Lusaka, was 
six when she started spend-
ing school holidays in her 
grandmother’s village of  
Mungule.

Around a bonfire, after 
supper of  nshima corn por-
ridge and stew, the children 
would beg their grandma to 
“please tell us a story.” 

Most had a moral or les-
son, but others were just for 
fun — like her favourites 
about Kalulu the trickster 
hare, one of  which Chipan-
shi shared on Saturday.

“If  you are telling a story 
to a child and there’s a les-
son in that story, it’s easier 
for them to understand than 
saying ‘Don’t do this,’” said 

Chipanshi. 
Though she grew up hear-

ing them, Chipanshi only 
started telling stories 20 
years ago, somewhat by ac-
cident.

Living in Saskatoon, she 
was at a function and there 
was a lull in the entertain-
ment. She was asked to tell a 
story for the children.

“They liked it and the au-
dience loved it,” she said. 
“The rest is history.”

Chipanshi knows about 
10 stories by heart; others 
are mentioned in the book 
The Leper Who Became A 
Prince and Other Stories, 
co-authored by her husband 
in 2007. 

A second book may be 
in the works after their 
trip next month to Zambia, 
where Chipanshi plans to 
meet with an oral storytell-
er. 

“In Zambia, all the people 
are moving into the city and 
leaving the villages, and the 
old people who know these 
stories are dying,” she said. 
“The young generation 
doesn’t seem to be interested 
in these stories anymore.”

She wants to help preserve 
the culture and the history, 
and share them with people 
in Canada.

“I enjoy storytelling and 
... I love sharing my culture 
with as many people as I can. 
That would keep on the sto-
ries going,” said Chipanshi.
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STORyTeLLiNG

Chipanshi shares her Zambian heritage
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Mary Chipanshi, a Zambian storyteller, tells a story during Little Stories  
on the Prairie, a multicultural storytelling event held at City Square Plaza  

in Regina on Saturday. 
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Mike Jensen’s mom loved 
the king of  pop so much she 
named her son after him.

“She was a big fan” of  Mi-
chael Jackson, Jensen said. 
“I don’t tell that to many 
people now.” 

Jensen was one of  hun-
dreds of  Mikes at the Rider 
Fan Fest at Mosaic Stadium 
on Saturday.

Mikes gathered for the 
Mikes Unite event, a Kid-
Sport fundraiser hosted by 
Mr. Mikes SteakhouseCasu-
al restaurant. 

The goal was to unofficial-
ly break the record for larg-
est same-first-name gather-
ing, which was set in 2005 in 
Dubai by 1,096 Mohammeds.

“It was a pretty ambitious 
goal,” said Mike Cordoba, 
CEO of  Mr. Mikes. 

“We’ll set a record for sure 
no matter what, in terms 
of  most Mikes in one loca-
tion.”

As the company CEO, 
Cordoba was “just lucky” 
to be named Mike — the 
restaurant was founded 55 
years ago in Vancouver by 
two Greek brothers.

The name Michael had a 

five-decade streak as a popu-
lar name for boys. From 1954 
through 1998, it was No. 1 
(except in 1960, when David 
bumped it to No. 2). 

Last year, it was the sev-
enth most popular name in 
the U.S.; in Canada it sat at 
No. 28. 

The name’s popularity 
made Saturday’s event possi-
ble. And even though some-
one shouting “hey Mike” in 
the sea of  green was sure to 
turn more than a few heads, 
most of  the Mikes don’t 
mind sharing their name 

with so many others. 
“I kind of  find it cool 

when I run into another 
Mike,” said Cordoba.

“I love all the Mikes. 
Bring ’em on,” dittoed Mike 
Erlandson from Craik, who 
knows four other Mikes. 

They’re in good company: 

Some favourite Mikes in-
clude Canadian funnyman 
Mike Myers, boxer Mike 
Tyson, hockey’s Mike Com-
modore, baseball’s Mike 
Saunders, and the Arizona 
Coyotes’ Mike Smith, who 
“puts in a lot of  hard work 
and represents the name 

very well,” said Jensen.
“Everybody knows a 

Mike,” said Mike Wong, who 
has five Mikes in his group 
of  friends. They go by nick-
names — he’s Asian Mike; 
another friend is Big Mike. 

“It’s a lot of  fun,” said 
Wong, who was named after 
St. Michael the Archangel.

Nicknames are handy 
when you share your name. 
Erlandson goes by Wash Tub 
(“It’s a long story,” he said). 
Jensen went by Jenny in 
his 100-student high school, 
where there were two other 

Mikes.  
Cordoba once had three 

co-workers named Mike, 
which was “really confus-
ing.”

“You go by Mikey or Mi-
chael or Mike or Mike C. 
You just have to start really 
figuring out how you’re go-
ing to name yourself,” said 
Cordoba.

Mike Morris (named after 
his grandfather) works with 
a few other Mikes; they sim-
ply address each other by 
their full names.

Mike Chase (named af-
ter St. Michael) has been 
in the same “challenging” 
situation — they used nick-
names.

Despite the name’s ubiq-
uity, none of  the Mikes 
would change theirs.

“I’m pretty happy with 
Mike,” said Jensen. “It’s 
simple, everybody can pro-
nounce it and it’s really 
hard to mess it up when you 
go places.”

“Mike’s the name,” agreed 
Mayor Michael Fougere. “It’s 
pretty obvious it’s a great 
name; I don’t need to go into 
detail. It’s strong personality, 
strong character, reliable, all 
those things.”
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KiDSPORT FUNDRaiSeR

Mikes gather in Regina in quest of world record
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Left: Mike Giesbrecht, left, and son Kole smile for a group photo at Mikes Unite at Mosaic Stadium in Regina on Saturday. 

The fundraiser for KidSport attempted to break the world record for a gathering of people with the same first name.  
Right: Mike Cordoba, left, CEO of Mr. Mikes SteakhouseCasual speaks with Regina mayor Michael Fougere at the event. 

“We’ll set a record for sure no 
matter What, in terms of most 

mikes in one location.”
MiKe CoRDobA

Great selection of Womens…
• Fine Apparel • Pant Suits • Skirt Suits • Dresses • Blouses • Pants

• Business/Casual Dress • 50 - 70% off All Ladies Apparel

All Merchandise Made in Canada, Italy, Germany,

Spain & Portugal from 25% to 70% off

4625 Albert St. • 306.586.3140Follow us
on Facebook

LARGEST INVENTORY EVER!

Ties at 30% off • All Men’s Shoes 40% off
All other in stock items up to 70% off

PROFESSIONAL ALTERATIONS
FOR LADIES & GENTS!

SELECTED SUITS
STARTING AT..................................

$199oo

SPORTS COATS
STARTING AT......................................

$7499

PANTS
STARTING AT..................................

$4995

SHIRTS
- ENGLISH LAUNDRY STARTING AT ...........

$999

www.venicetailors.com
REG00216011_1_1


